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Baha’i Student Studying in Iran
Being born in an educated family who respect education a lot, I would never think that studying for higher education would be hard. During my study I was never afraid of any exam. The only thing that horrified me was the school authorities coming to me and harassing me with the repeated question,”Do you know that believing in something different from what we believe will cause you to be expelled from school?”
Years passed and I finished school. When I wanted to attend the exam for entering university, I was told that because of my belief I could not be accepted. For somebody like me, who believed in the importance of education, it was really hard. But I was not the only one who was deprived of higher education; there were thousands like me. Then a group of professors, who believed in an opportunity of continuing education for everybody, regardless of their sex, religion or race, was formed. The Baha’is established a university that has given us hope.
At this university, we do not have facilities like a normal campus. Courses are conducted as distance learning and once in a while there is a government rage on the institution which impedes the process of learning for a while. We do not have place for classes that have been taken for granted by all the students all over the world. The classes are held at students’ homes with a small white board!

Studying in this way has made us seek for opportunities to have contact with students from other universities and see where we stand in our lives. Geebiz contest was one of those occasions that gave us this opportunity.  

Being imprisoned for two months just for being a Baha’i and the false accusation of communicating with foreigners was something that might make me cautious about attending this contest, as this is one of the examples of communicating with foreigners by government standards. But I could not miss the opportunity of taking part in an international group, knowing about other students from all over the world, and doing a project together that I have never seen before. Again my case was totally different from other people around the world. In some places, you might not have the means of communication like speedy Internet or direct telephone line, some can not attend the contest because of the lack of knowledge of English language, but in my case it is something exceptional, there is always a chance of being accused of communicating with foreigners. Anyhow the contest began and I decided to go through the process. 

To my amazement, a group consisting of different people with different backgrounds and beliefs made it happen. Without any predefined program or task assignment all members did his/her best to handle a part of the project. When I finally saw the result my eyes filled with tears of joy, I understood that what I believed in was real; no matter where you are from or to which race or religion you belong to, you may succeed in your task just with unity.  Unity in diversity is what makes this contest beautiful and important. 

Maybe it is because of my situation that I have never experienced anything like this before, but I have only dreamed of such harmony in work and a sense of cooperation without condition between the group members and the leader. There was only one goal for all and that was to contribute as much as everyone can to the project. Thanks Geebiz for giving me a once in a lifetime experience that strengthened my belief in the power of unity between mankind.
