My name is Brian Carrillo, I am from the United States, English is my first language and my personal ID is p436. Being able to be apart of this competition was a unique and exciting experience that opened my eyes to the opportunities out there around the world.
At the start of the competition I did not know what to expect and from the first e-mail from our group leader I realized this project would be one of the most out of the ordinary experiences in my college career. From the start I could not believe I would be working and communicating with people all over the globe. Knowing I could communicate with others from different countries while still speaking English was incredible. I felt so much respect for the other students who could communicate with me in English because I know if the roles had been reversed the communication barrier would basically be close to impossible. 

My understanding of how others live in this world changed immensely after this competition because it showed how the level of the business world is increasing globally at such a faster pace than I had anticipated. I came to the understanding that I am not just competing with others inside of the U.S. but with others around the world that are ready and able to work just as hard and efficiently as anyone here in the U.S. I definitely gained a new respect for how people in other countries live. Being from the U.S. and being a college student I did not realize how many things I took for granted. For example, I have access to the Internet at anytime that allows me to do work whenever I want. Another thing I took for granted was the reliability of the power grid here in the U.S. My work can be done day or night with out an issue of not having stable power to be able to charge my computer or work from home when it is not necessary for me to be on campus. An additional thing I took for granted was the easy accessibility of technology. I consider myself to be very lucky to be able to sit at home or on campus and work from a personal laptop. This competition has definitely opened my eyes to how others across the globe may not have the same opportunities as I have, but they are willing to work as hard as needed to make what needs to be done possible, I am give a lot of respect for others motivation and drive to be successful. I was very impressed with everyone’s commitment to the project considering we were from all around the globe.

I have definitely evolved from this experience as a student and as citizen of not only the United States but a citizen of the world. I know it may sound a cliché, but this experience has really taught me that being able to think globally also means acting globally is more accessible than people may currently think. Thinking as a citizen of the world and not just a specific country really sets a new standard of human development that probably was not believed to exist 20 to 30 years ago (along with the development of technology). The old model of countries competing against each other for resources is gone and a new model of cooperation through country alliances has bolstered the opportunity of humans to go even further beyond what is deemed impossible and made into a reality. 

Currently I feel our world prides itself on individual accomplishments and successes, which in most cases is something that should not be viewed as negative. But this challenge has brought to my attention that a more communitarian approach can be used to strengthen and bring individuals together to create a cohesive project, which affects the creators as well as the intended audience and further expands the capacity of the human mind, body and spirit. 

